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Editor’'s Note

Over the past years, our parish has always organized various activities
for Advent and Christmas. This year, because of the pandemic, all
activities have to be cancelled.

Fr. Nguyen cares about parishioners so much that he has sent “Caring
Angels” to deliver Christmas card and calendar to those who cannot
come to church.

The Echo editor board has also decided to republish articles of activities
from the past Christmases. Although we may not be able to meet in
person, we sure hope we can connect through our fond memories.

Wishing all of you a peaceful Christmas!
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Christmas Play 2013

During the past Christmas season, the OLPH Young
Adults Group (YAG) was given the privilege to conduct
the annual Christmas Play as a way to gather the parish
family together for a night of reflection and to meditate
upon the Holy Night and the birth of our Baby Jesus. The
play this year was an adaption of the poem “How the
Great Guest Came” by Edwin Markham, which focused
on the gift of giving and preparing ourselves for the
Coming of Christ through the charity work we do for
others. The play centered on a poor cobbler and his wife
as they prepare their dinner table on Christmas Eve for a
visit from the Lord Jesus as the cobbler dreamt that he
would come. They wait patiently throughout the night, but
their only visitors were a beggar, an old woman and a
child. Each of the visitors was in need, and so the cobbler
and his wife shared their goods and time with each
visitor. At the end of the night, the cobbler confides in the
Lord and asks for his forgiveness that the evening was
not spent in prayer. The Lord answers him saying that he
had visited three times that evening, and each time, he
had been treated with love and respect.

This production was made possible with the tireless help
from volunteers throughout the parish; the various choir
groups; as well as dedicated performers who were willing
to donate their time each week to attend rehearsals. YAG
would like to thank all those who helped in the assembly
and execution of the play and to those who attended the
screening as it could not have been done without'you.

We shall let the Christmas message dwell in our hearts
as we continue on our day to day activities and
remember to always lend a hand to those that may
require our physical and emotional support.

Janette Mi, Young Adults Group
December 2013
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High Class Visit of High Class People
On Saturday Dec 14, 2019

A group of OLPH parishioners arrived at the Providence Care Centre to sing Christmas
Carols to entertain the priests in the St. John Vianney wing. There unfolds a great and
pleasant welcome. It makes one feel happy to see so many acquaintances again. It is a
Christmas gift in itself!

The carolling starts. The clergy join in with the faithful and friends together; a celebration
of oneness, even sacred. Why? We sing about a Divine Person, accepting our human
nature. Is God sharing the virtue of humility, by wanting to be like us? It is mysterious,
joyous and eventually very painful. The Child Jesus brings us the Love of the Father, also
mercy for which the God man will be crucified!

All of us participate but then every priest is asked to sing solo a carol of his choice, Fr. Bill
chooses a Gregorian hymn to St. Joseph, one he learned in elementary school. Why the
hymn to St. Joseph? Is St. Joseph somewhat in the background during the Christmas
season until the flight into Egypt?

All keep carolling, a great sign of unity, then pictures are taken, gifts given, and a heartfelt
goodbye happens.

A great thanks to all who participated, who with the angel sang “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and peace to all of good will. (Luke 2:14)

Fr. Bill Trienekens interviewed by Peggy Yip and Jenny Lam
December 2019
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The Last Judgment

“Truly | tell you, just as you did not do it to one of
the least of these brothers or sisters of mine,
you did not do it to me.” (Matt. 25:45)

The year 2020 will soon draw to a close. For
many, this may be a year that one will rather like
to forget. First and foremost on our mind no
doubt is the Covid-19 pandemic, which has
infected over 60 million people with 1.5 million
dead. This reminds us that life is uncertain, that
it may end abruptly at any time, and so we must
always be ready.

Just a few weeks ago, the Church ended
Liturgical Year A with the celebration of the
Feast of Christ the King. The gospel reading,
from Matt. 25: 31-46, reminds us of the second
coming of Christ when everyone will face
judgment before God. On this Judgment Day,
will we be among the sheep on the Lord’s right-
hand and enter his Kingdom? Or will we be like
goats on his left and suffer eternal damnation?

So what must one do to enter the Kingdom of
Heaven? By obeying God’s Commandments?
By following the Precepts of the Church? By
piety and constant prayers? Naturally, we have
to be faithful and prayerful, and we have to
abide by the Commandments and teachings of
the Church. We have to love and worship God.
We must refrain from killing, stealing, lust and
other sinful acts. But is dutiful observance of
such laws good enough for admittance to God’s
kingdom? Obviously not! In Jesus’ time, the
Pharisees were ardent observers of the laws of
Moses. Yet they were denounced by Jesus as
they “honour me with their lips, but their hearts
are far from me” (Matt.15:8). They sat in
judgment and showed little compassion to
others. On one occasion, Jesus met a rich
young man who wished to inherit eternal life and
confessed to having followed the Mosaic law all
his life. However, when asked to give up his
wealth to the poor to follow Jesus, he went away
sadly as he was unwilling to part with his
possessions (Mark 10:17-23). In another
parable, Jesus condemned the rich man who
ignored the plight of the poor and sick Lazarus
at his doorstep (Luke 16:19-25).

The parable of the Last Judgment clearly shows
|
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who will be admitted to God’s kingdom. It will go
to those who have shown loving care to the
marginalized people in the society: the hungry,
thirsty, stranger, sick as well as the needy and the
lost. Thus says Jesus: “As long as you did it to
one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did
it to me.” He condemns those who fail to show
love, compassion and care to those in need: “As
long as you did not do it to one of these least
ones, you did not do it to me”. Sure enough, at
our Judgment Day, we will be judged not by our
wealth, status, accomplishment, not even by the
degree of our religious piety. Instead, we are only
judged by how much love, mercy and
compassion we have shown to our brothers and
sisters in need.

We are often reminded that God loves mercy
more than burnt offerings. Apostle James puts it
more plainly: “What good is it, my brothers, if
someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or
sister has nothing to wear or no food for the day;
and one of you says to them ‘Go in peace, keep
warm and eat well’, but does nothing to meet their
need, what good is it? So faith itself without
works is thoroughly lifeless.” (James 2:14-17)

With Christmas only about two weeks away, let
us also prepare for Christ’ second coming with
examination of our conscience. Let us see if we
have faithfully followed the true greatest
commandment proclaimed by Jesus: LOVE -
love of God through love of our neighbours. Let
us stop committing the deadly sin condemned by
Jesus in his parable of the Last Judgment:
‘INDIFFERENCE?”, the sin of complete disregard
and apathy towards the suffering and cry of the
poor, sick, oppressed and marginalized in our
midst, in our community and around the world.
Let us pray to God to help us to be a loving,
caring and compassionate Christian.

Andrew Chau, Toronto
December 2020



| love the Christmas Season

| love the Christmas season. Christmas is a time for family reunions, bonding, renewing friendships,
exchanging gifts and eating a lot of yummy food. Christians around the world celebrate Christmas in
different ways, following their beliefs and their traditions. Christmas is a time to celebrate! Foremost, it
is the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. It is meant to bring a message of peace and hope, but this
is now overshadowed by the stress in preparing for Christmas. The commercialism that had been
attached to the otherwise religious celebration has taken away the simplicity of the meaning of
Charismas — buying gifts, decoration, entertaining, etc.

At Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church (OLPH), we have
a tradition that reminds all of us the importance of
Christmas while giving us the opportunity to come
U'[S together to see the miracles that can happen when we
: are all bonded together by one cause — the celebration
of Jesus Christ’s birth. The tradition is OLPH’s annual

[-H RISTMAS P[A‘f QU]ﬂ (O::risljrencaesmljz:/é{ 2019, OLPH 300 Scout put on a

heartwarming Christmas Musical called the “Arrival”.
The Play is about Jesus Christ's birth from the
perspective of the Beavers (age 5-7), Cubs (age 8-10)
and Scouts (age 11-14). The effort and time from the
Scouters, to their parents and Scout Leaders, to all
participating church parishioners was evident through
the success of the Play. Many of us were very nervous, even up to the official curtains opening on
December 24. It is not unfitting to say that we all were truly blessed with Jesus watching over us that
day — a touch of miracle.

As | was watching the play from the back, | also noticed how impactful the Christmas Play is to the kids
and adults participating in the Play. | noticed the joy in the kids when they completed each of their
scenes, the kids’ excitement to see the reactions of their parents and audience, the supporting adults’
energy in making sure all the kids participate, feel involved and especially, are having fun, the smile on
everyone’s faces as they listen and sing along to the beautiful songs sung by the amazing choirs of
OLPH, and to see the audience’s reactions...was priceless.

The overall message is clear. Christmas means spending more time with family, showing gratitude and
love, sharing and making people happy, and remembering the birth of the Savior, Jesus Christ. OLPH’s
annual Christmas Play is truly a significant and valuable tradition to carry on during times when it is
easy to get wrapped up in the craziness of the holiday season. | hope each of you can take in OLPH’s
annual Christmas Play this year and enjoy the simplicity, heart-warming feeling you will get watching
the wonderful re-enactment of the birth of the Savior, Jesus Christ.

Although many people have almost forgotten what Christmas really means, there are still plenty of
people young and old around the world, who give their time and effort to remind those around them the
true meaning of Christmas.

Every year, OLPH Christmas Play is led by the many different groups in OLPH. On Christmas 2018, it
was Sunday School and this past Christmas, it was OLPH 300 Scout. Join us this Christmas, on
December 24, 2020 to see Youth Group presenting the Play and their perspective of Jesus Christ’s
birth.

Rose Wong, parent of 300 OLPH Scout Group. December 2019
[ |
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David Attenborough - A life on our planet
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